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X. On the Serrlcora Coleoptera of St. Vincent, Grenada,

and the Grenadines. By George Charles Cham-
pion, F.Z.S.

[Read March 17th, 1897.]

This paper, like the preceding, gives an account of a

portion of the Coleoptera collected by Mr. H. H. Smith
in St. Vincent, Grenada, and the Grenadines, under the

auspices of the West India Committee of the Royal

Society and British Association. Thi*ee famihes of the

Serricorn series, the Elateridi^, Rhipidoceridas, and
Dascilhdae are here dealt with.

The species are as follows :

ELATERID.E.

Agrppnella sqnamifera, Caud. yEolus melUcidus, Cand.

Chalcolepklius virens, F. PInjsorlunus erythrocephalua, F.

„ silbennanni, Chevr. AncJiastus moratua^ Cand.

Dtcrcpldius insularis, sp. n. Ajichastomorphtis jyhedrus, Cand.

CrrpiiUus fluvipes^ sp. n. Horistonotus serlceus, sp. n.

Ischiodontus inornatus, Cand. Edhesopus grenadensis, sp. n.

]\Ionocrepidms posticus, Eschsch. Pyropliorus noctilucus, L.

Heteroderes lauventi, Guer. Cosniesus Jlavidus, Cand.

Mollis nifjrornacidatus, Drap.

RlIiriDOCERID.E.

CalUrrhipis Phermlnieri, Lap.

D.A.SCILLID.E.

Ciieoglossa, sp. ? Scirtes salicis, Champ.

Prionoscirtes dilaticornh, sp. n. Cyplion dehlscens, sp. n.

Scirtes p)ilatei, Guer. ,, caraihus, sp. n.

„ angustutus, Champ, Ptilodactyla humerosa, Champ.

,, insularis, sp. n, „ sancti-viucentis, sp. n.

,, suborhiculatus, Champ.
,,

antiUarum, sp. n.

Fam. ELATBRID^.

Group AGRYPNINI.

Agrypnella, Champ.

Heterostethwj, Schwarz, Deutsche ent. Zeitschr,, 1896,

p. 147.

TRANS. ENT. SOC. LOND. 1897. —PART III. (sEPT.) 19



282 Mr. George Charles Champion on the Serricorn

Agrypnella squamifera.

Cryptohypnus squamifer, Cand., Elat. Nouv., i,, p. 38
(1864) ; Fleut., Ann. Soc. Ent. Fr., 1891, p. 283.

Agrypnella squamifera, Champ., Biol. Centr.-Am.,
Col., iii., 1, pp. 415, 556, t. 18, figs. 21, 21a, h;
Ent. Monthly ]Mag., xxxii., p. 161.

Heterostethus pictus, Schwarz, Deutsche ent. Zeitschr.,

1896, p. 147.

Hah. Grenada —Telescope Estate (Windward side).

Three specimens. A widely-distributed insect in the
warmer parts of America, ranging from Guatemala to

Monte Video and Paraguay.

Group CEALCOLEPIDIINL

Cdalcolepidius, Eschsch.

Chalcolepidius vlrens.

Elater virens, Fabr., Mant. Ins., i., p. 172.

Chalcolepidius virens, Cand., Elat. Nouv., iii., p. 22

;

Bull. Soc. Ent. Belg., 1836, p. Ixxiii. ; Champ.,
Biol. Centr.-Am., Col., iii., 1, p. 280.

Rob. Grenada —Balthazar (Windward side).

Two specimens, females. A Tropical- American insect

extending to as far north as Mexico.

Chalcolepidius silbermanni.

Chalcolepidius silhermanni, Chevr., Col. Mex., Cent, ii.,

fasc. 8, No. 197 (1835) ; Cand., Monogr. Elat., i.,

p. 275 ; Champ., Biol. Centr.-Am., Col., iii., 1,

p. 280, t. 11, fig. 25.

Hah. St. Vincent —Windward side.

Four specimens, females, varying very greatly in size

and to some extent in the colour of the scales. The
commonest and most widely-distributed species of the

genus in Central America, ranging from Northern Mexico
to Venezuela,
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Group DICBEPIDIINI.

DiCREFiDius, Eschsch.

Dicrepidius insularis, sp. n.

(^ Very elongate, narrow, flattened above, shining
;

piceous or

reddish-brown, the hind angles of the prothorax, and in one speci-

men the anterior part also, reddish in colour, beneath reddish-

castaneous, the antennse and legs ferrugineo-testaceous ; above and
beneath somewhat thiclily clothed with f ulvo-cinereous pubescence.

Head coarsely punctured, short, deeply sunk into the prothorax,

silicate between the eyes, declivous in front, the front subtriangular,

the frontal carina not prominent as viewed from above, the eyes

large ; antennae very elongate, extending to far beyond the middle
of the elytra, the joints from the third each with an exceedingly

elongate, slender ramus. Prothorax as long aa broad, subcylin-

drical, slightly narrowed in front ; the hind angles long and feebly

divergent, a little incurved at the tip, carinate ; the surface some-
what thickly, moderately coarsely punctate (more sparsely and more
coarsely in one specimen), the punctuation becoming sparser and
finer towards the base, and with a median channel extending from
a little beyond the middle to the base. Elytra about three and
one-third times longer than the prothorax, gradually narrowing
almost from the base

;
punctate-striate, the striae deeply impressed

in front, the interstices convex and sparsely, rugulosely punctured.

Length 14, breadth a little over 3 millim.

Hab. St. Vincent —Leeward side; Grenada —Bal-
tliazar (Windward side).

One specimen from each locality, differing a little infer se

in the colour of the body and the intensity of the puncturing
of the thorax. D. insular is- resembles the Central- American
D. politus, Champ., in the form of the antennas in the
male, except that the rami are still more elongate ; but
differs from it in the less attenuate elytra, the moi^e

closely punctured thorax, the hind angles of which are
less divergent, etc. The exceedingly elongate slender
rami of the antennaB in the male also separates it from D.
palmatiLs, Cand., recorded from Guadeloupe by Fleutiaux
and Salle. The present insect cannot be identified with
either D. ignottis or 1). elegans, Fleut. and Salle, from the
same locality, apparently described from females only.
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Crepidius,, Cand.

Crcjyidkts favipes, sp. u.

(^ Moderately elongate, rather convex, narrow, shiaiag ; black,

the legs flavo-testaceous, with the tarsi slightly iof uscate ;
above

and beneath sparsely clothed with rather long, fine, decumbent

hairs, which are fuscous on the elytra and fulvo-ciuereous on the

other parts of the body. Head coarsely, closely punctate, deeply

triangularly excavate in front, the frontal plate moderately pro-

minent and rounded anteriorly ; antennge about reaching the basal

fourth o£ the elytra, stout, joints 3—10 gradually becoming flabel-

late, 6—10 each with a long, stout, flattened ramus. Pi-othorax a

little broader than long, convex in front, very gradually narrowing

from the base forwards, the sides rounded anteriorly ; the hind

angles greatly produced, slightly divergent, and acutely carinate
;

the surface thickly, coarsely punctate —the punctuation becoming

sparser and finer on the basal portion of the disc, and very coarse,

crowded, and umbilicate towards the sides anteriorly, —and with a

median channel bshiud. Elytra about three and one-third tioaes

longer than the prothorax, gradually narrowing from a little below

the base ; with rows of coarse punctures placed in shallow stria3,

these, however, being deeply impressed on the basal declivity, the

interstices very sparsely punctured. Hind coxal plates abruptly,

triangularly dilated inwards.

Length 10^, breadth 3 millim.

Hab. St. Vincent.

One example. This very distinct species may be readily

known by the deep black colonr of the body, the black

antennte, and the yellow legs. It is closely allied to

G. rhipiphorus, Cand. (of which 0. hranneus, Fleut. and
Salle, is probably the female), from Guadeloupe; but

may be distinguished from it (apart from the dissimihir

coloration of the legs and antenna3) by the shorter an-

tennal rami of the male, and the coarser, deeper, and
more crowded umbilicate punctures at the sides of the

thorax.

Of the two males representing G. rhipiplionis in the

Janson collection one has the antennas and legs ferru-

gineo- testaceous (as described by Candcze)^ and the other

has the legs (the tarsi excepted) piceous and the antennte

black.
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IscniODONTUS^ Cand.

Ischiodontus incrnatus.

Ischiodontiis inornatus, Cand., Monogr. Elat., ii., p. 100
;

Fleut. et Salle, Ann. Soc. Eut. Fr., 1889, p. 409.

Hah. St. Vincent —Kingstown, Windward and Lee-

ward sides; Grenada —Mount Gay (Leeward side), Bal-

thazar (Windward side) ; Grenadines —Mustique I.

Found in plenty in St. Vincent and Grenada. Most of

the specimens, males and females alike, are reddish-

brown in colour, with the thorax not darker than, the

elytra. Dr. Candeze gives as locahties Northern Colombia

and the Antilles. There are specimens of it from

Cartagena and the Island of Martinique in the Janson

collection, and it has been recorded by Fleutiau.x: and
Salic from Guadeloupe.

Group MONOGEEPIDIINL
MoNOCEEPiDius, Eschsch.

Monocrepidius 2)08ticus.

Elater posticus, Eschsch., Entomograph., i., p. 70(1822).

Mo7iocrej)idius posticus, Cand., Monogr. Elat., ii., p. 256.

Monocreiyidius posticus, var. 7, Champ., Biol. Ccntr.-

Am., Col., iii., 1, p. 350.

Hah. St. Vincent ; Grenada —St. George's (Leeward
side), Balthazar and Telescope Estate (Windward side).

Five specimens. They all have a well-defined reddish-

yellow spot at the apex of each elytron, and in one of

them (the one from St. Vincent) there is an oblong

similarly-coloured spot on the disc of each a little beyond
the middle. A Tropical-American insect, extending

northwards to the Mexican State of Vera Cruz.

Heterodeees, Latr.

Heteroderes laurenii.

Elater {Oophorus) laurentii, Guer., Mag. Zool., 1838,

Ins. du Voyage de la Favorite, p. 31, t. 230, fig. 3.

Heteroderes laurentii, Cand., Monogr. Elat., ii., p. 373.

Hah. St. Vincent —Leeward and Windward sides;

Grenada —Mount Gay Estate (Leeward side), Telescope

Estate and Soubise (Windward side) ; Grenadines

—

Mustique I.
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Found in abundance at St. Vincent and Mustique.
These specimens differ from the closely-allied H. amj^li-

collis (Gyll.), recorded from St. Bartholomew and Guade-
loupe, in the uniform punctuation of the under surface of

the body, H. amjilicollis having intermixed coarser punc-
tui'es. A widely-distributed insect in Tropical South
America, apparently not extending to the Isthmus of

Panama.
^OLDS, Eschsch.

JEolus nigromacidatus.

Elater nigromaculatus, Drap., Ann. Gen. Sci. Phys.,

iii., p. 271, t. 42, fig. 2(1820).
^olns nigromaculatus, Cand., Monogr. Elat., ii., p. 301,

t. 5, fig. 15 ; Champ., Biol. Centr.-Am., Col., iii., ],

p. 360.

Sal). Grenada —Balthazar, La Force Estate (Wind-
ward side). Mount Gay Estate, St. George's (Leeward
side) ; Grenadines —Mustique I.

Found in plenty in Grenada. A Tropical-American

species ranging from Nicaragua to the Amazons valley.

Mollis mellicidus.

jEoIus melliculus, Cand., Monogr. Elat., ii., p. 295, t. 5,

fig. 9 (1859) ; Champ., Biol. Centr.-Am., Col., iii.,

1, p. 366, t. 16, fig. 9.

jEuIus moreleti, Tarn., Col. A9or., p. 94 (1860).

jEoIus ruhricatus, Cand., he. cit., p. 294.

Hal). Grenada —Caliveny Estate (Windward side),

St. George's (Leeward side).

Found in abundance at vSt. George's, all but four of

the specimens belonging to the typical form, the re-

mainder to the var. ruhricatus. A common insect in

Tropical- America, extending southwards to Buenos Ayres
and northwards to the Mexican State of Vera Cruz, and
introduced into the Azores.

Group PHY80RHINI.
Physorhinus, Eschsch.

Physorhimis erythrocephalus

.

Elater erythrocephalus, Fabr., Syst. Eleuth., ii., p. 241.

Physorhinus erythrocephalus, Cand., Monogr.Elat., ii., p.

889 ; Champ., Biol. Centr.-Am., Col., iii., 1, p. 386.
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Hah. Grenadines —Mustique I., Becquia I,

Five specimens. Tliese differ from P. enjtliroce'plialiis

ia their rather small size, less elongate shape, and more
transverse thorax, and also in having the yellow spots on
the elytra rounded and very sharply defined, owing to

their being surrounded by black (as is often the case in

P. steliatus), the rest of the ground-colour being reddish-

brown. As some of the species of this genus (P. distig-

ma, etc.) are extremely variable in size and colour, it is

perhaps best to treat the present insect as a varietal

form of P. erytlirocephalus. In the closely allied P.

insular is, Cand., from Guadeloupe, which is perhaps an
extreme form of P. erythrocephalus, the elytral spots are

so much extended as to leave only the suture and a post-

median fascia of the ground-colour.

Anchastus, Lee.

Anchastus moratus,

Monelasmus moratus, Cand., Monogr. Elat., iv., p. 3o4.

Anchastus moratus, Champ., Biol. Centr.-Am., Col.,

iii., 1, p. 397, 1. 17, figs. 27, 27a.

Hah. Grenada —Mount Gay Estate (Leeward side).

One specimen, agreeing perfectly with the type from

San Martin Taxtla, in the Mexican State of Vera Cruz.

The only other known localities for this peculiar species

are Yucatan and San Jose on the Pacific coast of

Guatemala, where a specimen was found by myself in

1879.

Anchastomgrphus, Champ.

Anchastumori~ilius 'phodr us.

Anchastus jphedr us, Cand., Monogr. Elat., ii., p. 401.

Anchastomorphus phedrus. Champ., Biol. Centr.-Am.,

Col, iii., 1, p. 400, t. 18, fig. 2.

Anchastus crux-nigra, Fleut., Ann. Soc. Ent. Belg.,

1895, p. 170.

Hah. Grenada —Balthazar (Wiadward side).

One specimen. It has the elytra testaceous, with the

suture narrowly, and a transverse mark at the middle of

the disc, piceous. A widely distributed and variable

Tropical-American insect, extending as far north as

the Mexican State of Guerrero.
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Group CABDIOPHOBINL
HoRiSTONOTDS, Cand.

Horistonotus sericeus, sp. n.

Moderately elongate, convex, rather broad, shining ; black, the

anterior and hind angles of the prothorax and the front of the

head more or less reddish, the legs and antenna testaceous or

obscure testaceous ; clothed with a fine, silky, f ulvo-cinereous

pubescence. Head densely, minutely punctate, with intermixed

much coarser punctures, the frontal carina rather prominent
;

antennse slender, extending to far beyond the hind angles of the

prothorax. Prothorax distinctly broader than long, widest a little

behind the middle and rapidly narrowing thence to the apex,

slightly constricted towards the base, the base deeply bi-incised on

either side, the marginal carina extending to near the apex ; the

entire surface densely, very minutely punctate, with distinct inter-

mixed slightly coarser punctures, and sometimes with a short

median channel before the base ; the hind angles moderately pro-

duced, not divergent, incurved at the tip. Elj'tra two and three-

fifths longer than the prothorax and a little wider than it at the

base, somewhat rounded at the sides, gradually narrowing from
about the basal fourth, the humeri rounded externally ; deeply

punctate-striate, the interstices convex, all becoming acutely costate

towards the apex, the alternate ones appearing a little more
raised than the others, and also thickly, minutely punctate, with

scattered coarser punctures intermixed. Beneath densely, very

minutely punctate, with intermixed coarser punctures ; the sixth

ventral segment, and also the apex of the fifth, longitudinally

wrinkled. Hind coxal plates very broadly dilated in their inner

half. Tarsal claws bicuspid at the tip.

Length 10-1^, breadth 3^-3^ millim.

Hah. St. Vincent —Kingstown and Windward side.

Three specimens, their sex not ascertained. Closely
allied to the widely distributed H. exoletus, Erichs. ; but
much larger and broader, with the dense general punctua-
tion of the upper and under surfaces very minute, the
thorax more narrowed anteriorly, and the elytra less

acuminate at the apex. From H. acutipennis, Cand.,
from Venezuela, which it approaches in size, it may be
known by its less elongate shape, shorter thorax, less

acuminate elytra, less abruptly dilated hind coxal plates,

and the finer general punctuation, especially of the under
surface.
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EsTHESOPUs, Escliscli.

Esthesopns grenadensis, sp. n.

Short, moderately broad, rather convex, shining, black; the anterior

and hind angles of the prothorax and the front of the head reddish,

the scutellum piceous, the elytra testaceous, with a common broad

sutural stripe extending to beyond the middle, and the sides narrowly

at the middle, piceous, the sides of the metasternum and of the abdo-

men, and the epipleuriB, reddish, the antennae and legs testaceous
;

above and beneath clothed with fine yellowish-cinereous pubescence.

Head densely, minutely punctate, with coarser punctures intermixed,

the frontal carina moderately prominent ; antennas slender, about

reaching the base of the prothorax. Prothorax much broader

than long, transversely convex, a little narrowed in front and sub-

parallel behind, distinctly compressed laterally at the middle, the

sides thus appearing sinuate at this part ; the base truncate on

either side, without incisions ; the marginal carina nearly reaching

the anterior angles; the hind angles very little produced, incurved at

the tip, and excavate above for the reception of the humeri ;
the

surface densely, minutely punctate, with coarser punctures inter-

mixed. Scutellum rather convex in front. Elytra about two and

one-third times longer than the prothorax, and of the same width,

somewhat flattened on the disc, subparallel to the middle and nar-

rowing thence to the apex; coarsely and deeply punctate-striate, the

interstices convex and densely, rugulosely punctate. Beneath

densely, minutely punctate, with coarser punctures intermixed.

Length 5, breadth 1^ millim. (S-)

Hah. Grenada —Telescope Estate (Windward side).

One example. This peculiar little species is allied to

E. hepaticus, Erichs.,* from Central and South America,

pallid varieties of which are sometimes somewhat
similarly coloured ; but it is much smaller and narrower,

the thorax is more convex above and compressed laterally

at the middle, the elytra are more deeply punctate-

striate^ with the interstices more convex, etc.

Group PYROPHORINL
Pyrophorus, Illig.

Pyrop h or us nodilucus.

Plater nodilucus, Linn., Syst. Nat., 10th edit., i., p. 404

(1758).

* Champ., Biol. Ceatr.-Am., Col., iii., 1, pp. 439, 44o!
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Pyroiiliorus noctilucns, Cand., Monogr. Elat., iv.,

p. 14; Champ., Biol. Centr.-Am., Col.^iii.^l, p.4G(3j

t.20, fig. 18 (^ genitalia).

Bah. St. Vincent.

Found in abundance in St. Vincent. These specimens
vary greatly in size, most of them being comparatively
small. They all have the thorax very coarsely and deeply
punctured, and the punctures of the elytral strife very
distinct. There are similar examples from Guadeloupe
and Brazil in the Janson collection. A common species

in many of the Antillean islands and also in Tropical

South America, and somewhat doubtfully recorded from
Central America^ where it is replaced by P. 'pelliicens,

Eschsch.

Group AGRIOTINL

CosMESus, Eschsch.

Cosmesiis fiavidus.

Cosmesus favidus, Cand., Monogr. Elat., iv., p. 356.

Hab. St. Vincent —Top of Soufriere.

One specimen, agreeing with Dr. Candeze's descrip-

tion, except in its smaller size, measuring only four

(instead of five) millimetres in length. The outer vitta)

on the thorax are short. The elytra are distinctly trun-

cate at the apex, with the sutural and outer angles feebly

mucronate. The type was from Venezuela.

Earn. RHIPIDOCERID^.

Callibrhipis, Latr.

Callin-hipis Vhermimeri.

Callirhipis I'herminieri, Lap., Ann. Soc. Ent. Fr., 1834,

p. 250, t. 2, figs. 1, la, h{$); Lacord., Gen.
Col., Atlas, t. 43, fig. 3(<^); Eleut. et Salle, Ann.
Soc. Ent. Fr., 1889, p. 414.

Callirhiins hrunnea, Lap., loc. cit., p. 2ol ((^).

Hah. St. Vincent.

One pair. The female is (as usual) nearly glabrous and
very much larger and broader than the male; it also has the
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thorax more sparsely and tlie elytra more coarsely punc-

tured, the legs stouter, and the rami of the antennaa very

much shorter.

Originally described from the island of bruadeloupe,

from males only.

Fam. DASCILLID^E.

Cneoglossa, Guer.

Cneoglossa, sp. ?.

Hah. St. Vincent— Windward side.

One example, different from any of the three known

species of the genus—two from Central America and one

from Colombia; bat as the head is broken off it cannot

be described. The insect is fusco- testaceous m colour,

with the scutellum and legs paler. It is desirable to

record the presence of the genus in St. Vincent.

Prionoscirtes, Champ.

Prionoscirtes dilaticornis, sp. n.

^. Rotundate, convex, shining, thickly clothed with greyish

pubescence ; black, the mouth-parts ferruginous, the palpi yellow,

the antennfe flavo-testaceous, with the basal joint testaceous, the

legs testaceous, the hind femora partly infuscate beneath, the

under surface piceous ; the entire upper surface somewhat thickly,

minutely punctate. Head very broad, dilated on either side in

front the mandibles prominent, the eyes large ;
antennte as long

as the body, joint 1 moderately stout, 2 and 3 short, small, 3

slightly longer than 2, 4-11 broadly dilated and serrate, tapenug a

little towards the tip, 4 more than twice as long as 3. Legs sliort,

rather stout ;
the upper spur of the hind tibiae nearly as long as

the first tarsal joint.

Length 2i, breadth 2 millim.

Hah. St. Vincent.

One example. This very distinct species is alHed to

P. 7iigripennis, Champ., the female only of which is

known, but may be at once separated from it, apart from

the difference in colour, by the very elongate, greatly

dilated, strongly serrate antenna, with relatively stouter

third joint. The basal joint is not stouter than m the

female of P. nigriiiennis (in the genus Pnonocyphon the
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basal joint is usually enormously dilated on the inner side

in the males). The two known species of Prionoscirtes

are both from the Pacific slope of Guatemala, and both
unique, like the present insect.

SCIRTES, lllig.

Scirtcs pilatei.

Scyrtes jnlattd, Guer., Eev. et Mag. Zool., 1861, p. 545.

Scirtes 'pilatei, Qhaixn^.i Biol. Centr.-Am., Col., lii., 1,

p. 611.

Hah. Grenada —Mount Gay Estate (Leeward side).

One specimen. A common and widely distrib'itod

insect in Central America, ranging from Tabasco to

Panama.

Scirtes angustatus.

Scirtes anqicstatus, Champ., Biol. Centr.-Am., Col., iii.,

1, pp! 616, 661.

Hah. Grenada —St. George's (Leeward side).

Two males and one female. In the original description

I accidentally omitted to notice the peculiar sexual

character of the female, suggestive of that of some of the

American species of Cyjjhon. In this sex the elytra

have each a large rugulose depression before the apex, of

which there is no trace in the male, the latter also differ-

ing from the female in having the fifth ventral segment
emarginate at the apex.

Scirtes insularis, sp. n.

(^. Oval, depressed, shining, finely pubescent, testaceous, the

eyes black. Head, prothorax, and scutellum rather sparsely,

minutely punctate, the elytra thickly, finely punctate ; head very

broad, the eyes large and rather prominent ; antennaj long,

moderately slender, joint 3 very small, half the length of 2, 4-11

elongate. Fifth ventral segment feebly emarginate at the apex.

Length 2i-3 millim.

Hah. St. Vincent —Leeward and Windward sides.

Four examples. Amongst the Central-American
species, this Scirtes most nearly resembles S. puncticollis,
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from whicli it differs in its larger size, tlie longer and

stouter antenn-ce, with mucli shorter third joint the

broader head, larger eyes, and smoother thorax. In the

form of the head and antennae it is, however, much more

closely allied to S. longicornis : the antenna3 are shorter

and more slender than in that insect.

Scirtes suhorhiculatiis.

Scirtes suhorHculatus, Champ., Biol. Centr.-Am.,

Col., iii., 1, p. 614.

Hah. Grenada—Mount Gay Estate (Leeward side).

Two examples, apparently belonging to this variable

species. They are testaceous in colour, with the elytra

infuscate, except at the sides in front and along the

suture, the antennas also infuscate, with the basal joints

testaceous. S. suborUculatus is widely distributed m
Central-America, ranging from Northern Mexico to

Panama.

Scirtes salicis.

Scirtes saUcis,Chsixn^., Biol Centr.-Am., Col., iii., 1,

p. 617.

Hah. St. Vincent.

One example. The types were from the Atlantic slope

of Guatemala.

Cyphon, Payk.

OifpJion deliiscens, sp. n.

$ Oblong, depressed, shining, thickly clothed with fine fuscous

pubescence, which is erect on the prothorax and semi-erect on the

elytra • black, the antenn-* black or piceous, with the three basal

ioints more or less testaceous, the legs piceous, the tarsi in part and

the knees testaceous. Head, prothorax, and scutellum sparsely and

minutely, the elytra closely and finely, punctate ;
antennas about

reaching the middle of the elytra, rather slender, joint 3 very

small and narrow, 4 elongate, longer than 5, 5-10 subequal in

lentrth- prothorax short, convex, narrowly margined at the sides
;

elytra long, parallel in their basal half, much wider than the pro-

thorax, obliquely truncate at the apex, and gradually becoming more

dehiscent from the basal two-thirds to the apex, flattened on the
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disc to a little beyond the middle and also along either side of the

suture towards the apex, the disc with indications of two raised

lines, the sutural angles sharp, the humeri rounded.

Length 2^, breadth 1^ millim.

Hah. St. Vincent.

Two female examples. Allied to C. qnadrlfoveolatus

,

G. i^aralleliis, and C. truncatus, Champ., but differing from
the corresponding sex of all of them in the unimpressed
elytra and the longer and darker antenna. The elytra,

as usual, are not so finely punctured as the thorax ; thej
are rather widely dehiscent in their apical third.* A
single Cyphon from the same locality is probably the male
of the same species : it differs from the females in being
much less depressed and more oval in shape, and in

having the elytra more sparsely punctured, less dehiscent

behind, and without trace of raised lines on the disc.

Somewhat similar differences are to be found between
the sexes of C. hifoveolatns, Champ.

Cyphon caraihus, sp. n.

Elliptic, short, convex, shining, thickly clothed with fine

greyish pubescence ; black or pitchy-black, the mouth-parts

ferruginous, the antennas and legs testaceous, the femora slightly

infuscate. Head, prothorax, and scutellum sparsely and

minutely, the elytra sparsely and moderately finely, punctate
;

head very broad, the eyes rather large; antennse long and mode-

rately slender, joint 2 short and rather stout, 3 and 4 elongate,

equal in length, 5-10 slightly shorter
;

prothorax short and con-

vex ; elytra without raised lines, the suture straight to the apex,

the apices rather obtuse.

Length l^-lrs millim.

Hah. St. Vincent —Windward and Leeward sides.

Five specimens. This obscure little species has very

much the facies of a small black Scymnits. It is allied

to the Central- American C. ampUceps, differing from that

insect in its smaller size and black colour, and in having

the second antennal joint not so stout and the third and

* This is also the case in C. qiiadriforeolatm and its allies, though

I have not mentioned it in the descriptions. In all these forms the

elytra (when properly closed) are more or less dehiscent in their

apical third, but more distinctly so in the female than in the male.
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fourth joints equal in lengtli. The punctuation of the

elytra is sparse but very distinct, much coarser than that

of the thorax.

Ptilodactyla, Latr,

Ptilodacty la hit merosa.

PtUodacti/la humerosa. Champ., Biol. Centr.-Am., Col.,

iii., i, p. 642.

Hah. St. Vincent —Leeward and Windward sides.

Evidently a common insect in St. Vincent, Mr. Smith
having sent twenty-five examples from the island. P.
humerosa was described from a single male specimen
from Teapa, Mexico. The third antennal joint is shorter

than the fourth in both sexes. The coloration of the elytra

is constant, the pale humeral patch being always well

defined and the suture obscure ferruginous.

Ptilodactyla sancti-vincentis, sp. n.

(J. Oblong-elliptic, flattened above, sliming, thickly clothed

with short yellowish-cinereous pubescence
;

piceous or rufo-

fuscous, the under surface, and sometimes the prothorax also,

obscure ferruginous, the antennae fusco-testaceous, the legs testa-

ceous. Head closely, rugulosely punctate, the eyes moderately

large ; antennas very elongate, joints 4-10 each with a rather long,

slender ramus, 3 stouter and slightly shorter than 4. Prothorax

short, convex in front, the sides rounded and rapidly converging

from about the basal third to the apex, subparallel behind, the

hind angles acute ; the base trisinuate, finely denticulate, and with

a short projecting tooth in the centre ; the surface rather closely,

finely punctate. Scutellum rugulose, notched in the centre in

front. Elytra slightly wider than the prothorax, narrowly mar-

gined and a little rounded at the sides, the humeri obtuse ; flat-

tened and seriate-punctate on the disc, the rest of the surface

thickly, minutely punctate. Fifth ventral segment feebly arcuate-

emai'ginate at the apex. Tarsal claws with an acute tooth extending

to about the middle.

Length 3-3^, breadth 1^-U millim.

ITab. St. Vincent.

Six examples, all males. Longer and more depressed

than P. humerosa, the antennae longer and with longer
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rarai, the third joint also relatively louger, the elytra

unicolorous, etc. Amongsb the very numerous Central-

American species, the present insect is nearest allied

to F. viarginata, Champ., from which it may be sepa-

rated by its much smaller size, narrower shape, more
narrowly margined elytra, shorter third antennal joint,

etc. P. marginata has only been found in Southern
Mexico and Guatemala.

Ptilodactyla antillarum, sp. n.

^. Oblong-elliptic, narrow, moderately convex, shining, some-

what thickly clothed with yellowish-cinereous pubescence; black,

the elytra with an oblique testaceous humeral patch, the suture

partly piceous, the aniennfe black, with the two basal joints red-

dish, the palpi and legs testaceous. Head sparsely, very finely

punctate, the eyes rather small ; antennae comparatively stout,

joints 4-10 each with a short ramus, 3 and 4 subequal. Prothorax

short, convex in front, the sides rounded and rapidly converging

from a little before the base to the apex ; the base trisinuate,

smooth ; the surface sparsely, finely punctate. Scutellum with a

shallow notch in front. Elytra of about the same width as the

prothorax at the base, subparallel in their basal half, narrowly

margined at the sides, the humeri rounded ; seriate-punctate to

near the apex, the interstices sparsely minutely punctate. Tarsal

claws with a rectangular tooth extending to about the middle.

Length 3, breadth 1^ millim.

Hah. St. Vincent.

One male example. This insect is allied to P. humerosa,
from which it may be known by the less elongate, black
antennae, with shorter rami and relatively longer third

joint, the smaller and less prominent eyes, etc. Six
females from Grand Etang, Grenada (1,900 feet), belong
to the same, or to a very closely allied, species ; they are

smaller and paler than the male described, and have the

thorax thickly gx'anulate-punctate, the antennae more
slender, etc. The antennas in P. antillarum are formed
very much as in P. snhstriata, Champ., from Costa Rica.


